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WHARFEDALE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1955 

Mr.  Chairman,  Madam,  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  ninth  and  last  report  on  the  health  of  the 
Wharfedale  Rural  District.  On  looking  back  over  the  past  nine  years  there  is 
one  subject  which  has  very  rarely  failed  to  find  a  place  on  the  agenda  of  committee 
meetings.  I  refer  to  the  Norwood,  Fewston  and  Blubberhouses  water  supply 
scheme  which  has  been  under  discussion  or  in  process  of  completion  all  those 
years  and  which  at  first  could  have  been  installed  at  moderate  cost  but  now  will 
prove  very  costly.  This  illustrates  the  difficulties  and  frustrations  which 
councils  have  to  endure  in  their  efforts  to  introduce  necessary  improvements. 

A  feature  of  recent  years  has  been  the  increased  burden  of  work  thrown 
upon  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  and  his  staff  ;  while  shortage  of  sanitary 
inspectors  owing  to  low  level  of  recruitment  suggests  that  in  the  near  future 
councils  will  find  themselves  in  difficulties  unless  the  profession  can  be  made 
more  attractive.  In  Mr.  F.  Owen,  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  and  the 
additional  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  J.  Garforth  I  have  found  colleagues  who  have 
given  me  willing  assistance  on  all  occasions.  I  shall  have  a  happy  memory  of 
my  association  with  Mr.  C.  Newstead,  Clerk  to  the  Council  and  Mr.  J.  W. 
Warburton,  Deputy  Clerk  who  have  always  been  ready  to  help  and  advise  me 
when  necessary.  To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee  I 
tender  my  thanks  for  the  courtesy  and  consideration  they  have  extended  to  me 
during  my  period  of  service  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  the  Council. 

I  am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  A.  W.  PROCTER, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


SECTION  I 
VITAL  STATISTICS 

Births 

Live  births  referable  to  the  Wharfedale  Rural  District  in  1955  were  46  males 
and  35  females.  1  male  child  was  illegitimate.  This  total  of  81  live  births  was 
identical  with  the  figures  for  the  previous  year.  The  crude  birth  rate  of  13.0 
per  1,000  population  and  the  adjusted  birth  rate  of  13.3  were  the  same  as  for 
1954.  These  rates  are  well  below  the  rest  of  the  country  and  substantially  lower 
than  the  rates  of  16.6  and  16.8  for  the  aggregate  of  Rural  Districts. 

Stillbirths 

No  stillbirths  were  recorded  in  1955. 

Deaths 

In  1955,  41  male  and  25  female  residents  of  Wharfedale  died.  This  total 
of  66  deaths  is  8  less  than  in  1954  and  gives  a  crude  death  rate  of  10.6  per  1,000 
population.  After  adjustment  the  figure  is  10.9.  These  rates  are  lower  than 
in  the  previous  year  and  compare  favourably  with  the  rates  in  the  rest  of  the 
country.  The  increase  in  deaths  from  cancer  and  heart  diseases  recorded  in  my 
report  for  1954  was  maintained  ;  the  death  rates  from  these  two  groups  of 
diseases  being  almost  the  same  in  1955.  For  the  second  year  running  no  death 
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from  Tuberculosis  was  recorded.  The  1  death  from  an  infectious  disease  was 
that  of  an  old  man  whose  death  was  accelerated  by  food  poisoning. 

Infant  Mortality 

Only  1  male  infant  death  was  reported  during  1955  compared  to  3  such 
deaths  in  1954.  This  was  a  premature  baby  born  with  spina  bifida,  a  con¬ 
genital  abnormality  ;  death  took  place  one  hour  after  birth,  4  here  was  there¬ 
fore  no  preventable  death  among  infants.  Although  there  were  3  other 
premature  babies,  all  these  survived.  The  infant  mortality  rate  was  12.3  per 
1,000  live  births  which  is  about  a  half  of  that  of  the  rest  of  the  country. 


SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS 
1.  GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  in  acres 

39,378 

Registrar  General's  Estimated  Population 

6,220 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses 

1,923 

Rateable  Value 

£116,256 

Product  of  a  Penny  Rate 

£452 

4.  EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL 

STATISTICS 

Live  Births  : 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

45 

35 

80 

Illegitimate 

1 

— 

1 

Total 

46 

35 

81 

Crude  Rate  per  1,000  Estimated  Population 

13.0 

Adjusted  Rate  per  1,000  Estimated  Population 

13.3 

Stillbirths  : 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

— 

— 

— 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

— 

— 

— 

Rate  per  1,000  Live  and  Stillbirths 

Nil 

Deaths  : 

Male 

Female 

Total 

41 

25 

66 

Crude  corrected  death  rate  all  causes  per 

1,000 

Estimated 

Population 

10.6 

Adjusted  death  rate  all  causes  per  1,000  Estimated  Population 

10.9 

Death  rate  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

Nil 

Death  rate  from  Tuberculosis  all  forms 

Nil 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases  (excluding  Tuberculosis 

but  including  Syphilis  and  other  Venereal  Diseases) 

0.16 

Death  rate  from  Respiratory  Diseases  excluding  Tuberculosis 

and  including  Influenza 

1.29 

Death  rate  from  Cancer 

2.25 

Death  rate  from  Heart  and  Circulatory  Diseases 

4.02 

Infant  Mortality  : 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate  . 

1 

— 

1 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

1 

— 

1 

Death  rate  of  Infants  per  1,000  live  births 

12.3 

2 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Tuberculosis,  Syphilis,  Diphtheria,  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough,  Meningococcal  infections. 
Measles 

_ 

- 

_ 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases 

1 

— 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach 

1 

1 

2 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus 

3 

— 

3 

Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasms . 

5 

4 

9 

Diabetes 

— 

2 

2 

Vascular  Lesions  of  nervous  system 

6 

2 

8 

Coronary  Disease,  Angina 

9 

5 

14 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease 

2 

— 

2 

Other  Heart  Disease 

1 

3 

4 

Other  Circulatory  Disease 

2 

3 

5 

Pneumonia 

2 

3 

5 

Bronchitis 

2 

1 

3 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

2 

— 

2 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 

1 

— 

1 

Congenital  Malformations 

1 

— 

1 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

1 

1 

2 

Motor  Vehicle  accidents 

2 

— 

2 

Total 

41 

25 

66 

Deaths  under  one  year  : 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Male 

1 

Female 

Total 

1 

Total 

1 

— 

1 

Deaths  under  four  weeks  : 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

1 

— 

1 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

1 

— 

1 
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COMPARATIVE  STATISTICAL  TABLE 


Wharfe- 

dale 

R.D. 

Aggregate 
of  W.R. 
Rural 
Districts 

W.R. 

Admin. 

County 

England 

and 

Wales 

Birth  Rate  : 

Per  1,000  Estimated  Population 
Crude  Corrected 

13.0 

16.6 

15.3 

15.0 

Adjusted 

13.3 

16.8 

15.4 

15.0 

Death  Rates  : 

All  per  1,000  Estimated 

Population 

All  causes  Crude  Rate 

10.6 

9.6 

11.7 

11.7 

All  causes  Adjusted  Rate 

10.9 

11.0 

12.3 

11.7 

Infective  and  Parasitic  diseases 
(excluding  T.B.  but  including 
Syphilis  and  other  Venereal 
Diseases) 

0.16 

0.07 

0.07 

t 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory 
System 

_ 

0.08 

0.11 

0.13 

Other  form  of  T uberculosis 

— 

0.02 

0.01 

0.02 

Respiratory  Diseases  *  (excluding 
Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory 
System) 

1.29 

1.03 

1.21 

t 

Cancer 

2.25 

1.54 

1.90 

2.06 

Heart  and  Circulatory  Disease 

4.02 

3.55 

4.39 

f 

Infant  Mortality 

12.3 

28.6 

26.2 

24.9 

Maternal  Mortality 

— 

1.19 

0.67 

0.64 

*  Including  Influenza  f  Figures  not  available 


SECTION  II 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA 
Staff 

During  the  year  the  clerk  in  charge  of  the  School  Health  Section  resigned 
and  her  place  was  filled  by  promoting  the  junior  clerk.  A  new  junior  clerk  was 
engaged.  I  should  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  recording  my  indebtedness 
to  the  Chief  Clerk  and  other  members  of  the  staff  of  the  Divisional  Health  Office 
for  their  help  during  my  period  of  service  as  Divisional  Medical  Officer. 

Ambulance  and  Laboratory  Services 

Arrangements  have  continued  as  in  previous  years  and  have  worked  very 
smoothly. 

Hospitals  and  Maternity  Homes 

There  are  no  alterations  in  hospital  arrangements  to  record. 

Midwifery 

There  were  1 1  home  confinements  in  the  rural  district  during  1955  compared 
to  16  during  1954.  Two  of  these  were  carried  out  by  private  nurses  under  the 
supervision  of  the  family  doctor  and  the  remaining  nine  by  the  district  nurses. 
In  view  of  the  insistence  of  local  doctors  on  hospital  confinements  and  of  the 
staffing  difficulties  in  the  area  it  is  not  surprising  that  the  number  has  fallen. 
5  of  these  women  are  recorded  as  having  had  gas  and  air  analgesia  and  in  5  cases 
the  assistance  of  a  doctor  was  sought  at  some  stage  of  the  pregnancy  or  labour. 
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District  Nursing 

The  District  Nurse  at  Pool  retired  in  March,  1955,  but  as  there  was  no 
replacement  immediately  available,  she  carried  on  for  a  few  months  in  a  part- 
time  capacity.  In  June,  a  new  nurse  for  the  Pool,  Bramhope  area  was  engaged. 
As  there  was  no  housing  available  at  Pool  she  was  temporarily  accommodated  in 
one  of  the  flats  at  the  Otley  Nurses'  Home  until  a  house  in  Pool  should  be 
available  and  I  had  every  assurance  that  the  housing  of  the  nurse  in  Pool  would 
have  high  priority.  A  difficult  situation  arose  when  the  nurse  whose  flat  she  was 
occupying  returned  from  her  Queen's  training.  The  latter  had  to  be  temporarily 
accommodated  at  Ilkley.  We  therefore  had  the  inconvenient  arrangement  that 
the  Pool  nurse  was  based  on  Otley  and  one  of  the  Otley  nurses  on  Ilkley.  This 
is  expensive  both  in  time  and  money  and  throws  an  unfair  burden  on  the 
nurses  concerned,  quite  apart  from  the  inconvenience  which  they  both  suffer 
owing  to  living  in  quarters  which  they  must  regard  as  temporary.  I  regret 
that  at  the  end  of  the  year  and  indeed  up  to  the  time  of  writing  this  report  the 
assurances  given  to  me  had  not  been  fulfilled. 

A  total  of  2,781  visits  were  paid  in  the  district.  This  is  some  200  less  than 
in  the  previous  year  but  in  the  prevailing  circumstances  represents  a  good 
year's  work. 

Home  Helps 

There  was  a  slight  fall  in  the  number  of  persons  receiving  home  help  but 
while  the  number  of  confinement  and  acute  illness  cases  declined  appreciably, 
the  number  of  aged  and  chronic  sick  receiving  help  nearly  doubled.  The 
following  table  shows  the  distribution  of  home  help  cases  by  parishes  : — 

Number  of  cases  during  the  year 


Tuberculosis  Nil 

Chronics  and  Aged  : 

Bramhope  .  .  7 

Arthington  2 

Pool  •  .  3 

12 

Others  : 

Bramhope  .  ..  .  .  2 

Pool  1 

Farnley  1 
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Maternity  : 

Bramhope  2 

Middleton  1 

Pool  1 


4 

During  the  year  4  Wharfedale  residents  acted  as  part-time  home  helps  for 
varying  periods. 


Ante-natal  Care 

As  in  previous  years  the  expectant  mother  has  been  dependant  for  ante-natal 
instruction  and  supervision  on  the  Health  Visitor  and  her  own  doctor.  It  has 
been  possible  to  arrange  more  ante-natal  visits  by  Health  Visitors  owing  to  the 
arrangement  made  with  the  hospitals  whereby  patients  can  indicate  a  wish  for  a 
visit  when  applying  for  a  hospital  bed. 
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Child  Welfare  Centres 

As  in  the  past  the  Bramhope  clinic  has  fully  justified  its  existence  and  has 
been  well  attended.  At  Pool,  attendances  have  improved  but  it  has  never  been 
utilized  by  the  mothers  of  the  village  enough  to  justify  equipping  it  as  a  proper 
clinic.  So  it  has  continued  as  in  the  past  as  a  Health  Visitor's  weighing  clinic 
with  short  visits  by  a  doctor  to  do  vaccinations  and  immunizations. 


No.  of  children 

Total  attendances 

attending 

Under  1  year 

Over  1  year 

Bramhope 

83 

295 

298 

Pool 

Health  Visitors 

30 

162 

55 

As  in  the  past  Health  Visitors  from  Otley  cover  neighbouring  parts  of  the 
Wharfedale  Rural  District.  One  deals  with  Askwith,  Blubberhouses,  Fewston, 
Norwood  and  Clifton,  while  the  other  visits  in  the  parishes  east  of  Otley, 


including  Pool  and  Bramhope.  The 
parishes  in  the  vicinity  of  that  town. 

Ilkley  Health  Visitor 

looks 

after  the 

Visits  paid  by  Health 

Visitors  in  1955 

Expectant 

Children 

T.B. 

Other 

Mothers 

under  1  year 

Children 

Visits 

Visits 

Hr  Total 

Hr  Total 

1—2  2—5 

32  85 

67  583 

422  424 

31 

105 

Vaccination  and  Immunization 

In  my  last  report  I  commented  on  the  satisfactory  state  of  the  district  in 
respect  to  immunization  against  diphtheria.  The  figure  for  primary 
immunizations  shows  a  further  substantial  rise  and  although  this  total  included 
a  few  children  who  received  primary  immunization  on  entering  school,  there 
can  be  no  doubt  that  a  very  high  proportion  of  the  babies  in  Wharfedale  have 
been  immunized.  This  reflects  credit  not  only  on  the  Health  Visitors  and 
general  practitioners  but  on  the  people  themselves  for  being  sufficiently 
enlightened  to  take  advantage  of  the  facilities  offered.  Whooping  Cough  figures 
are  slightly  higher  but  this  figure  is  misleading.  Some  doctors  are  using  mixed 
Diphtheria  and  Whooping  Cough  vaccines  and  records  of  these  are  classified  as 
diphtheria  immunizations  and  not  as  Whooping  Cough  innoculations. 

The  district  is  still  quite  ready  to  have  babies  vaccinated,  although  this 
year  there  has  been  a  small  fall  in  primary  vaccinations.  Towards  the  end  of  the 
year  steps  were  taken  for  the  introduction  of  vaccination  against  poliomyelitis. 
It  is  probable  that  in  1957  this  protective  measure  will  be  established  as  a 
routine  procedure.  This  emphasizes  the  importance  of  introducing  a  combined 
vaccine  for  immunization  against  diphtheria  and  whooping  cough.  Such  a 
vaccine  exists  and  is  used  mainly  by  general  practitioners,  but  it  has  not  yet  been 
approved  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  and  therefore  cannot  be  used  at  Local  Health 
Authority  Clinics.  So  in  future  a  parent  who  wishes  a  baby  to  be  fully  protected 
must  submit  the  unfortunate  child  to  vaccination  against  Smallpox,  three 
injections  against  Whooping  Cough,  two  against  Diphtheria  and  two  against 
Poliomyelitis,  a  total  of  eight  protective  procedures  in  the  first  eighteen  months 


of  life. 

Number  of  Primary  Diphtheria  Immunizations  86 

Number  of  Refresher  Doses  given  28 

Number  of  Whooping  Cough  Innoculations  49 

Number  of  Primary  Vaccinations  52 

Number  of  Re-Vaccinations  .  26 
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School  Health  Service 

The  total  of  217  medical  examinations  was  almost  the  same  as  in  the  two 
previous  years.  It  must  be  remembered  that  this  refers  only  to  primary  school 
children.  Wharfedale  children  at  Secondary  schools  are  examined  at  those 
schools  and  are  included  in  the  records  of  the  district  in  which  the  school  is 
situated.  The  percentage  of  defects  requiring  treatment  after  rising  to  33%  in 
1954  is  back  again  to  the  average  figure  of  23%  in  1955. 


MEDICAL  INSPECTION  IN  SCHOOLS 


En¬ 

trants 

7—8 

Year 

Group 

Last 

Year 

Prim. 

First 

Year 

Sec. 

Last 

Year 

Sec. 

Special 

Exams. 

Re- 

Exams. 

Total  number 
inspected 

69 

104 

1 

7 

6 

30 

Defects  found, 
requiring 
treatment 

18 

28 

2 

2 

To  be  kept  under 
observation 

9 

17 

Nutritional  state — 
A.  Good 

57 

97 

1 

4 

B.  Fair 

12 

7 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

C.  Poor 

—  “ 

" 

“ ■ 

SECTION  III 

HEALTH  AND  SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


With  a  lower  death  rate  and  the  birth  rate  maintained,  the  year  1955  was  a 
satisfactory  year.  It  is  true  that  we  had  the  usual  biennial  measles  epidemic  and 
that  there  was  one  death  attributable  to  food  poisoning  but  in  general  the 
health  of  the  district  was  good. 

A  very  dry  summer  provided  a  severe  test  for  the  Clifton  water  supply 
which  proved  satisfactory  in  quantity  and  quality.  It  was  unfortunate  that 
delay  in  installing  the  pumping  equipment  prevented  the  Norwood,  Fewston  and 
Blubberhouses  supply  from  being  put  into  use  during  the  drought  and  at  the 
end  of  the  year  the  scheme  was  complete  except  for  the  pump.  A  start  was  made 
with  the  extension  of  the  Timble  supply  and  good  progress  was  made  during 
the  year.  No  extensions  of  sewerage  have  been  carried  out  and  financial 
stringency  may  stand  in  the  way  of  progress  in  this  respect.  A  sewerage  scheme 
for  Timble  is  an  obvious  next  step  in  the  Council' s  improvement  programme. 

Although  the  Pool  Housing  Scheme  was  started  during  the  year  the 
progress  was  so  slow  that  no  house  on  the  estate  was  completed  by  the  end  of 
the  year.  In  fact  no  new  houses  were  built  by  the  Council  in  1955.  A  total  of 
25  new  houses  were  completed  by  private  enterprise.  15  grants  were  approved 
during  the  year  for  the  purpose  of  improving  sub-standard  property. 
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SECTION  IV 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


The  total  of  notifications  of  infectious  disease  in  1955  rose  to  188  compared 
to  54  in  1954.  This  increase  is  more  than  accounted  for  by  the  very  high  figure 
for  measles.  The  incidence  of  other  infectious  diseases  was  remarkably  low. 

Measles 

As  forecast  in  the  report  for  1954  the  year  1955  saw  a  very  widespread 
epidemic  of  measles.  There  were  no  less  than  159  notifications  of  Measles  in 
1955  compared  to  only  4  in  1954.  This  is  the  highest  total  for  Measles  in  this 
district  since  the  war.  The  disease  affected  chiefly  children  between  the  ages  of 
3  and  10  and  was  not  of  a  severe  type.  Complications  were  rare  and  no  death 
due  to  the  disease  or  its  complications  was  reported. 

Whooping  Cough 

After  the  rather  disappointing  figures  for  1954  the  notification  of  Whooping 
Cough  for  1955  were  more  encouraging.  In  the  two  centres  where  protective 
innoculation  is  available,  i.e.,  Pool  and  Bramhope  no  cases  occurred.  In  fact, 
Bramhope  has  now  been  free  of  this  disease  for  two  years.  In  August,  2  children 
in  Stainburn  area  contracted  the  disease  from  contact  with  a  case  outside  the 
district  and  in  September  1  isolated  case  occurred  in  Langbar.  The  total  of 
3  cases  for  the  whole  district  is  the  lowest  since  the  war  and  compares  favourably 
with  the  figure  of  20  for  1954. 

Poliomyelitis 

After  two  years  of  freedom  from  the  disease  the  Wharfedale  Rural  District 
had  two  cases  of  Poliomyelitis  during  the  year  1955.  In  both  cases  the  disease 
was  not  severe  and  both  recovered  without  disability. 

Food  Poisoning 

12  cases  of  Food  Poisoning  were  reported  towards  the  end  of  August  and 
early  in  September.  These  were  associated  with  an  outbreak  in  Otley.  One 
of  these  patients,  an  elderly  man  in  poor  health  died.  One  other  case  was 
notified  in  October,  the  cause  of  which  was  not  discovered.  The  figure  of 
13  cases  for  1955  was  higher  than  the  total  of  6  cases  in  1954. 

Scarlet  Fever 

Scarlet  Fever  accounted  for  6  cases  in  1955  compared  to  8  cases  in  1954. 
The  disease  continued  to  be  of  a  very  mild  type. 

SECTION  V 
TUBERCULOSIS 


ft 

Pulmonary 

Non-P  ulmonary 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Number  on  Register  at  1/1/55 

Number  of  cases  notified  for  first  time 

11 

10 

2 

2 

in  1955 

3 

1 

— 

1 

Number  of  cases  restored  to  Register 
Number  of  cases  added  to  Register 

— 

— 

— 

— 

other  than  by  notification 

3 

3 

1 

— 

Number  of  cases  removed  from 

Register 

4 

1 

2 

1 

Number  of  cases  remaining  on 

Register 

13 

13 

1 

2 
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NEW  CASES  OF  TUBERCULOSIS  NOTIFIED  DURING  1955 


Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0—5 

1 

_ 

_ 

1 

6—10 

2 

— 

— 

— 

11—20 

— 

— 

— 

— 

21—40 

— 

1 

— 

— 

41—60 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Over  60 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

3 

1 

— 

1 

New  notifications  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were  3  males  and  1  female. 

2  of  the  male  patients  were  not  ordinarily  resident  in  the  Wharfedale  Rural 
District,  but  as  they  were  diagnosed  in  Middleton  Hospital  they  were  placed  on 
the  Wharfedale  Register,  but  were  removed  on  discharge  from  hospital.  In 
future  such  cases  will  be  notified  to  the  M.O.H.  of  the  area  of  residence.  The 
remaining  male  Pulmonary  case  was  soon  removed  from  the  register  as  the 
diagnosis  was  changed.  1  female  Non-Pulmonary  case  was  notified.  3  male  and 

3  female  Pulmonary  patients  and  1  male  Non-Pulmonary  were  added  to  the 
register  on  transfer  from  other  districts.  All  of  these  except  1  female  Fulmonary 
case  were  patients  at  Middleton  discharged  from  the  Hospital  but  remaining  as 
resident  members  of  the  staff.  They  have  therefore  to  be  considered  as  Wharfe¬ 
dale  residents  and  recorded  on  the  register. 

Removals  from  the  register  included  the  male  case  already  mentioned 
where  the  diagnosis  was  changed  and  3  male  Middleton  patients  who  left  the 
district.  All  these  were  Fulmonary  cases  as  was  1  female  patient  who  also  left 
the  district.  2  males  (1  from  Middleton)  and  1  female  (also  from  Middleton) 
who  were  recorded  as  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were  removed  from  the 
register  on  leaving  the  district.  It  will  be  obvious  from  what  has  been  said, 
that  the  Tuberculosis  set-up  in  the  Wharfedale  Rural  District  is  considerably 
complicated  by  the  comings  and  goings  of  Middleton  staff,  a  high  proportion 
of  whom  are  ex-patients  and  many  of  whom  only  work  for  a  comparatively 
short  time  until  they  can  be  safely  discharged  to  their  own  home  environment. 
If  this  complicating  factor  is  eliminated,  the  picture  for  the  Wharfedale  Rural 
District  for  1955  is  that  there  were  2  new  female  cases,  1  Fulmonary  and  1  Non- 
Pulmonary,  1  female  Pulmonary  case  came  into  the  district  to  live  and  1  female 
Pulmonary  and  1  male  Non-Pulmonary  patients  left  the  district. 
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MONTHLY  DISTRIBUTION  OF  NOTIFICATIONS  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  DURING  THE  YEAR 


Total 

Year 
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1 
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~  1 

CO 

03 

CO 

r-H 
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188 

Dec. 

Lobar 

1 

I 

1 

i 

1 

T—H 

CM 

Nov. 

I 

I 

I 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Oct. 

J 

I 

1 

- 

in 

Sept. 

CO 

- 

C- 

T 

03 

- 

Cv 

1 

03 

r-H 

& 

*0 

1 

r-H 

June 

1 

May 

II 

vo 

1 

vO 

^H 

April 

r-H 

VO 

1 

vO 

Mar. 

r-H 

75 

1 

76 

Feb. 

- 

03 

1 

CO 

Jan. 

r-H 

1 

1 

1 

- 

Disease 

Pneumonia 

Measles 

Whooping  Cough 

J 

.c 

1 

e 

n 

H 

_J 

H 

3 

>> 

H 

3 

H 

3 

Food  Poisoning 

Scarlet  Fever 

Totals 
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TABLE  SHOWING  CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  DURING  THE  YEAR 
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WHARFEDALE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Rural  Council  Offices, 
Boroughgate, 

Otley. 

June ,  1956 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Members, 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  present  for  your  information  and  consideration,  my 
Annual  Report  for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1955. 

During  the  year  the  erection  of  houses  by  private  enterprise  continued 
steadily,  and  25  dwellings  were  completed. 

Unfortunately  no  houses  were  erected  by  the  Council,  but  work  on  the 
Church  Lane  Estate  at  Pool — where  provision  is  made  for  79  dwellings — was 
commenced. 

The  laying  of  the  water  mains  on  the  Norwood,  Fewston,  Blubberhouses 
Scheme  was  completed  but,  apart  from  the  construction  of  the  new  pump  house, 
little  progress  was  made  on  the  installation  of  the  pumping  equipment,  and  the 
properties  in  this  area  are  consequently  still  without  an  adequate  and  wholesome 
supply  of  water. 

Work  on  the  scheme  at  Timble  Great  for  augmenting  and  preventing 
pollution  of  the  existing  supply,  to  which  reference  was  made  in  my  last  Report, 
was  commenced  and  will,  it  is  hoped,  be  completed  during  1956. 

In  connection  with  the  scheme  which  the  Council  decided  to  operate 
whereby  they  agreed  to  give  Improvement  Grants  for  the  re-conditioning  of 
old  property,  applications  were  received  in  respect  of  15  dwellings. 

All  were  favourably  considered,  and  contributions  amounting  to  a  total  of 
£2,625  were  sanctioned. 

These  works  necessitated  85  visits  being  made  and  the  number  of  dwellings 
in  which  improvements  were  completed  at  the  close  of  the  year  was  6. 

In  spite  of  increased  duties,  the  work  of  the  department  has  proceeded 
quietly  and  efficiently  and,  by  constant  watch  on  expenses,  I  would  also  say 
very  economically. 


FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1948 

As  regards  sanitary  accommodation,  fire  escapes,  etc.,  the  inspection  of 
both  mechanical  and  non-mechanical  factories  is  still  the  responsibility  of  this 
department. 

In  one  instance  a  complaint  was  received  from  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories 
respecting  the  inadequate  artificial  lighting  of  a  sanitary  convenience  serving 
premises  in  this  area,  and  the  matter  received  attention. 

Smoke  observations  were  taken  of  a  mill  chimney,  but  no  breach  of  the 
regulations  was  apparent. 

PRESCRIBED  PARTICULARS  ON  THE  ADMINISTRATION  OF  THE 

FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 

PART  1  OF  THE  ACT 

1. — Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections 
made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors). 
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Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Inspections 

Written 

notices 

Occ  upiers 
prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,  2,  3,  4  and 

6  are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities 

Nil 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Section 

7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

20 

27 

Nil 

Nil 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in 
which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding 
out-workers'  premises) 

3 

6 

Nil 

Nil 

Total 

23 

33 

Nil 

Nil 

2. — Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found. 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were 
found 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 

ToH.M. 

Inspector 

Referred 
By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

Nil 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

Nil 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature 

(S.3) 

Nil 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation 

(S.4) 

Nil 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of 

floors(S.6) 

Nil 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences 
(S.7) — 

(a)  Insufficient 

Nil 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

defective 

Nil 

1 

(c)  Not  separate  for 
sexes 

Nil 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to 
Outwork) 

Nil 

• 

Total 

Nil 

— 

— 

1 

— 
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MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS 


There  are  3  private  slaughterhouses  in  the  district,  used  and  situate  as 
follows  : — 

Bramhope  : 

For  the  regular  slaughter  of  animals. 

Pool  : 

Owing  to  the  size  of  the  premises,  for  the  slaughter  of  pigs  and  sheep 
only. 

Fewston  : 

A  comparatively  new  licensed  Bacon  Factory,  used  solely  for  the 
slaughter  of  pigs. 

The  use  of  the  premises  at  Norwood  and  Langbar,  included  in  my  last 
Report,  has  been  discontinued. 

During  the  year  the  number  of  carcases  slaughtered  was  4,392,  and  it  is 
pleasing  to  be  able  to  report  that  it  was  possible  to  maintain  a  100%  inspection. 

I  realise  this  work  is  a  very  essential  duty,  but  it  will  be  appreciated  that  a 
great  deal  of  time  is  involved  in  inspecting  at  fixed  and  regular  periods  and  also 
in  travelling,  which  amounted  to  approximately  4,000  miles. 

The  table  set  out  below  is  in  the  form  required  by  the  Ministry  of  Health 
and  shows  the  number  of  carcases  slaughtered  and  inspected,  together  with  the 
percentage  of  these  numbers  affected  with  disease. 


Cattle 

excl. 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  (if  known) 

235 

86 

49 

1,485 

2,537 

Number  inspected 

235 

86 

49 

1,485 

2,537 

All  Diseases  except  Tuberculosis 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with  disease 
other  than  Tuberculosis 

— 

— 

6 

— 

3 

29 

10 

— 

47 

72 

12.3% 

11.6% 

12.0% 

3.1% 

2.9% 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 

Tuberculosis 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

30 

21 

— 

— 

70 

12.9% 

26.7% 

— 

— 

2.7% 
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MEAT  INSPECTION— CAUSES  OF  CONDEMNATION— WEIGHT 

IN  POUNDS 


Bovines 

Sheep 

Ca 

Ives 

Pigs 

Meat 

Offal 

Meat 

Offal 

Meat 

Offal 

Meat 

Offal 

Tuberculosis 

(Generalised) 

902 

212 

Tuberculosis 

(Localised) 

310 

1044 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

176 

684 

Abcesses 

— 

84 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

20 

Bruising 

— 

— 

8 

— 

— 

— 

174 

— 

Cirrhosis  . 

— 

12 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

Distomatosis 

— 

228 

— 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Entero  Toxaemia 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

80 

29 

Fatty  Infiltration 

— 

24 

— 

— 

— 

— 

•  — 

6 

Fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

40 

9 

— 

— 

Immaturity 

— 

— 

— 

— 

200 

36 

— 

— 

Melanosis 

— 

12 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Necrosis 

— 

12 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Odema 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

189 

60 

Parasitic  Cysts 

— 

— 

— 

159 

— 

— 

— 

190 

Pleurisy 

— 

10 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

20 

Pneumonia 

— 

10 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

75 

Umbilicle  Pyaemia 

— 

— 

— 

— 

39 

17 

— 

— 

Totals 

1212 

1648 

8 

164 

279 

62 

619 

1093 

The  above  figures  represent  an  average  of  only  1.16  lbs.  per  carcase,  as 
compared  with  a  figure  last  year  of  1.75  lbs.  per  carcase. 


OTHER  FOODS 


During  1955,  other  foods  were  inspected  and  dealt  with  as  follows  : — 


Type  of  Food 

Quantity 

Action  taken 

Boiled  Ham 

43  lbs. 

Decomposed  and  destroyed 

Dried  Milk 

2  large  tins 

Decomposed  and  destroyed 

Poultry 

29  Chickens 

Bruised  and  destroyed 

The  number  of  premises  registered  under  Part  1  of  Section  14(2)  of  the 
Food  and  Drug  Act,  1938,  for  the  sale  of  Ice  Cream  is  1  more  than  last  year, 
viz.,  15. 

Regular  inspection  has  been  carried  out,  but  no  samples  were  submitted 
for  bacteriological  examination. 

The  two  fried  fish  shops — situate  at  Bramhope  and  Pool — have  been 
periodically  inspected,  and  there  has  not  been  any  cause  for  complaint. 

WATER  SUPPLIES  AND  SEWERAGE 

Arthington 

The  old  portion  of  the  village  has  a  private  supply  of  water  and  3  small 
disposal  plants  serving  (1)  Arthington  Hall  Convalescent  Home  ;  (2)  the  School 
and  3  Cottages  ;  and  (3)  Warren  Farm,  Cottages  and  Council  Houses.  Sewage 
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from  several  other  properties  receives  no  treatment  at  all — this  matter  was 
considered  by  the  Council  in  1954  when  instructions  were  given  to  their 
Consultant  Engineers  to  prepare  a  scheme.  Unfortunately,  however,  before  the 
scheme  was  submitted  to  the  Council,  it  was  decided  to  defer  the  work  in 
accordance  with  the  Government’s  request  for  economy. 

The  Creskeld  Lane  area  above  Coates  Wood  receives  water  from  the  mains 
of  the  Leeds  Corporation,  and  sewage  is  treated  at  the  Pool  Works. 

Askwith 

In  1940,  the  Council  laid  sewers  and  contructed  a  small  disposal  plant  for 
the  treatment  of  sewage,  and  these  works  have  continued  to  function 
satisfactorily. 

Water  is  obtained  from  the  mains  of  the  Otley  Council  by  (1)  a  system  of 
pumping  to  the  properties  on  a  higher  level  than  the  main  ;  and  (2)  gravitation 
to  the  village  proper.  On  the  whole,  the  undertaking  functioned  satisfactorily, 
without  any  major  trouble. 

Bramhope 

There  are  three  systems  of  sewerage  in  this  area  ;  (1)  the  Camp  Plantation 
Works  into  which  sewage  from  property  in  the  Bramhope  Moor  area  discharges  ; 
(2)  the  outfall  sewer  of  the  Leeds  Corporation  at  Golden  Acre,  which  takes 
sewage  from  property  situate  to  the  South  of  Breary  Lane  ;  and  (3)  the  Pool 
Works  into  which  the  sewers  serving  property  to  the  North  of  Breary  Lane 
discharge. 

There  is  also  a  small  plant  serving  Bramhope  Manor  and,  by  arrangement 
with  the  owners,  this  is  periodically  cleansed  by  the  Council’s  workmen. 

At  High  Ridge,  two  septic  tanks  take  the  sewage  from  13  houses,  and  in 
order  to  abolish  these,  a  scheme  was  prepared  for  the  extension  of  the  sewer, 
but  owing  to  the  heavy  cost  involved  the  Council  resolved  to  postpone  the  work 
indefinitely. 

In  order  to  ensure  that  the  heavily  taxed  Camp  Plantation  Works  function 
satisfactorily,  it  is  necessary  for  weekly  supervision  and  cleansing  by  the 
Council’s  workmen. 

During  the  year  a  new  sewer  was  laid  by  private  enterprise  in  a  street  to 
be  known  as  Tredgold  Garth,  which  is  intended  to  be  used  for  further  housing 
development  in  this  area. 

Blubberhouses,  Fewston,  Norwood 

There  is  no  main  system  of  sewerage  in  these  townships  and  the  properties — 
which  are  mainly  scattered  farmsteads — have  their  own  cesspools  and  septic 
tanks,  etc.,  for  the  treatment  of  sewage. 

The  new  sewage  disposal  plant  constructed  by  the  Council  to  serve  8  of 
their  houses  in  Norwood,  has  functioned  satisfactorily  and  the  owner  of  5 
adjoining  private  dwellings,  capable  of  draining  into  this  plant,  has  been 
requested  to  convert  the  existing  privies  into  water  closets. 

In  connection  with  the  provision  of  a  water  supply  to  these  villages,  the 
year  saw  the  completion  of  the  laying  of  the  main  and  the  construction  of  the 
new  pump  house  and  all  that  is  now  required  is  the  installation  of  the  pumping 
and  treatment  equipment. 

It  is  therefore  anticipated  that  1956  will  see  the  scheme  in  operation. 

Carlton 

The  small  sewerage  works  which  serve  this  township  are  heavily  overtaxed 
but,  with  weekly  attention,  they  function  fairly  satisfactorily. 

The  treatment  of  sewage  from  other  properties  is  by  means  of  small 
disposal  plants  and  cesspools. 

A  pure  and  adequate  supply  of  water  is  obtained  from  the  mains  of  the 
Yeadon  Water  Company. 
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Castley 

There  is  not  a  system  of  sewerage  in  this  township,  and  treatment  is  by 
means  of  cesspools,  soakaways,  etc. 

A  pure  and  adequate  supply  of  water  is  obtained  from  the  mains  of  the 
Leeds  Corporation. 

Denton 

Most  of  the  properties  receive  a  treated  supply  of  water  from  the  main  of 
the  Otley  Urban  District  Council  and  the  remainder  from  springs.  It  appears 
to  be  adequate. 

Sewage  is  treated  by  means  of  small  disposal  plants,  septic  tanks,  cesspools 
and  soakaways. 

Farnley 

A  private  water  supply  serves  the  village,  but  outlying  properties  rely  on 
spring  water. 

Sewage  is  treated  from  part  of  the  village  by  means  of  a  private  disposal 
plant,  and  the  remainder  by  cesspools,  septic  tanks,  soakaways,  etc. 

A  scheme  for  the  sewering  of  the  village  was  prepared  during  the  year  and, 
necessitated  by  the  adverse  contours,  this  was  in  two  sections  known  as  North 
and  South. 

The  cost  of  the  sourthern  portion  had  been  agreed  and  consideration  was 
being  given  to  the  northern  proposals,  when  the  appeal  for  national  economy 
was  made,  resulting  in  the  postponement  of  both  schemes. 

Leathley 

The  mains  of  the  Leeds  Corporation  pass  through  the  village,  and  most  of 
the  properties  receive  water  from  this  source,  the  remainder  having  spring 
supplies. 

A  private  sewage  disposal  plant  serves  the  greater  part  of  the  village,  and 
drains  from  the  outlying  dwellings  are  treated  by  means  of  septic  tanks, 
cesspools,  etc. 

Lindley 

There  are  only  14  dwellings  in  this  township,  all  of  which  receive  spring 
supplies  of  water,  and  drain  into  septic  tanks  or  soakaways. 

Middleton 

Water  is  supplied  to  the  village  by  means  of  a  4  inch  main  of  the  Ilkley 
Council,  served  from  the  March  Ghyll  Reservoir.  From  this  source  the 
Sanatorium  and  dwellings  attached  thereto  are  also  supplied,  but  by  means  of  a 
separate  main.  Spring  water  serves  the  outlying  properties. 

The  village  drainage  discharges  into  the  sewer  of  the  Ilkley  Council,  and 
in  other  instances  adequate  provision  is  made  by  the  use  of  cesspools  and 
septic  tanks. 

Nesfield-with-Langbar 

Water  to  Nesfield  village  is  supplied  by  means  of  a  1  inch  pipe  taken  from 
the  Ilkley  main  near  the  entrance  to  Nesfield  Court,  and  the  treatment  of 
sewage  is  by  means  of  a  small  disposal  plant,  septic  tanks,  cesspools  and 
soakaways. 

Newall- with- Clifton, 

The  Council  has  its  own  water  undertaking  and,  with  the  exception  of 
isolated  properties  which  receive  spring  supplies,  the  whole  of  the  township  is 
served  from  this  source. 
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The  supply  is  obtained  from  two  main  springs.,  and  despite  the  exceptionally 
dry  Summer,  this  proved  adequate,  after  warning  consumers  not  to  waste  water, 
to  meet  all  demands  without  any  serious  difficulty. 

With  the  exception  of  a  few  outlying  premises  where  sewerage  discharges 
into  cesspools,  all  the  properties  are  connected  to  the  main  sewer  which 
discharges  into  the  system  of  the  Otley  Council  at  Carr  Bank. 

Pool 

Apart  from  a  few  houses  in  Pool  Bank  and  the  properties  in  close  proximity 
to  the  Paper  Mill,  the  whole  of  this  township  is  sewered,  and  treatment  is 
carried  out  at  the  Council’s  disposal  works  situate  just  within  the  Parish  of 
Arthington. 

The  treatment  of  sewage  and  trade  waste  from  the  Paper  Mill  is  effectively 
carried  out  by  two  private  disposal  plants  within  the  Mill  boundary. 

There  are  three  sources  of  water  supply  ;  (1)  the  main  of  the  Leeds 
Corporation  which  serves  the  major  portion  of  the  properties  ;  (2)  Whitaker’s 
private  supply  to  a  few  houses  in  the  Pool  Bank  area  ;  and  (3)  the  Pool-in- 
Wharfedale  Waterworks  Company’s  supply  from  a  spring  situate  near  Pool 
Station.  It  is  pleasing  to  be  able  to  report  that  all  sources  have  been  pure  and 
adequate. 

Stainburn 

2  dwellings  receive  water  from  the  mains  of  the  Leeds  Corporation  and 
the  drains  are  connected  to  the  sewer  of  the  Wetherby  Council,  in  all  other 
instances  water  is  obtained  from  spring  supplies  and  treatment  of  sewage, 
apart  from  the  Airey  Houses  which  are  connected  to  a  small  disposal  plant,  is  by 
means  of  cesspools,  soakaways,  etc. 

During  very  dry  periods  the  water  supply  to  one  part  of  the  parish  is  not 
completely  adequate  for  domestic  purposes  but,  generally,  existing  arrange¬ 
ment  are  satisfactory. 

Timble  Great 

The  Council  has  its  own  water  undertaking  which  serves  the  village  but, 
as  previously  reported,  it  is  necessary  for  the  supply  to  be  augmented  from 
springs  on  Snowden  Moor  before  a  service  can  be  provided  to  outlying 
properties. 

The  supply  of  water  at  the  source  is  pure,  but  pollution  takes  place  in  the 
pipe  line  between  this  point  and  the  storage  tank. 

As  you  are  aware  a  scheme  was  prepared  some  time  ago  for  (1)  the  relaying 
of  the  existing  pipes  from  the  spring  to  the  storage  tank  ;  and  (2)  the  extension 
of  the  area  of  supply. 

In  1952  the  Gpvernment  was  reluctant  to  sanction  the  whole  scheme,  but 
upon  the  Council’s  continued  insistence  that  this  was  urgent  and  necessary,  they 
finally  agreed  to  the  carrying  out  of  the  required  work,  formal  sanction  being 
received  towards  the  end  of  1954. 

The  scheme  was  commenced  in  July,  1955,  and  although  good  progress  was 
made  during  the  remainder  of  the  year  the  work  was  not  completed.  It  is 
anticipated,  however,  that  the  whole  operation  will  be  functioning  by  the 
Summer  of  1956. 

Unfortunately  there  is  not  a  sewage  disposal  plant  to  serve  the  village,  and 
present  arrangements  for  dealing  with  foul  water  leave  much  to  be  desired. 

Timble  Little 

There  are  only  3  houses  in  this  small  township — 1  receives  water  from  the 
Council’s  water  main  in  Timble  Great,  and  the  other  2  dwellings  rely  on 
spring  water. 

Sewage  is  treated  by  means  of  cesspools  and  soakaways. 
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Weston 

Apart  from  4  cottages  which  receive  water  from  the  main  of  the  Otley 
Council,  water  is  obtained  from  private  sources  and  treatment  of  sewage  is  by 
means  of  small  privately  owned  disposal  plants,  cesspools  and  soakaways. 

General — Water 

In  order  to  ensure  that  the  supply  of  water  throughout  the  district  is  pure 
and  adequate,  constant  supervision  of  all  sources  has  again  been  carried  out, 
and  samples  have  periodically  been  submitted  for  both  bacteriological  and 
chemical  examination. 

During  the  year  under  review  25  samples  were  submitted  for  bacteriological 
examination,  14  of  which  were  satisfactory  and  11  not  satisfactory. 

In  addition,  6  samples  were  submitted  for  chemical  analysis,  all  of  which 
were  good. 


WATER  MAIN  EXTENSIONS 


Bramhope 

Pool 

Timble  Great 

Blubberhouses,  Norwood,  Fewston 


87  yards  4"  main 

519  yards  4"  main 

5,628  yards  3"  main 
622  yards  4"  main 

1,103  yards  3"  main 


NUMBER  OF  HOUSES  AND  POPULATION  SUPPLIED  FROM 
PUBLIC  AND  OTHER  WATER  MAINS 


Parish 

Supplied  Direct  to  House 

By  Standpipes 

Ho  uses 

Population 

Ho  uses 

Population 

Arthington 

151 

503 

— 

— 

Askwith 

60 

200 

— 

— 

Blubberhouses 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Bramhope 

648 

2,072 

— 

— 

Carlton 

28 

93 

— 

— 

Castley 

17 

57 

— 

— 

Denton 

37 

124 

— 

— 

Farnley 

40 

133 

— 

— 

Fewston 

2 

8 

— 

— 

Leathley 

67 

223 

— 

— 

Lindley 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Middleton 

24 

80 

— 

— 

Nesfield-with-Langbar 

40 

133 

— 

— 

Newall-with-Clifton 

65 

217 

— 

— 

Norwood 

53 

176 

— 

— 

Pool 

434 

1,450 

— 

— 

Stainburn 

8 

26 

— 

— 

Timble  Great 

21 

70 

— 

— 

Timble  Little . 

1 

6 

— 

— 

Weston 

4 

13 

— 

Total 

1,700 

5,584 

— 

— 
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General — Sewers 

The  sewering  of  Farnley  and  Arthington  and  the  extension  of  the  sewer  to 
serve  dwellings  at  High  Ridge,  received  consideration  by  the  Council  during  the 
year  under  review. 

Unfortunately,  following  notification  from  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and 
Local  Government  that,  in  an  effort  to  reduce  national  expenditure,  only  very 
urgent  schemes,  where  a  serious  danger  to  public  health  existed,  would  be 
sanctioned,  it  was  decided  to  postpone  these  works. 

During  the  year  10  privies  were  converted  to  the  water  carriage  system, 
and  as  will  be  observed  from  the  figures  set  out  below,  many  more  could  be 
converted  if  sewers  were  available. 

Privies  and  pails  serving  private  houses  capable  of  conversion  7 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  farm  houses  ,,  ,,  ,,  6 

,,  ,,  ,,  „  private  houses  not  capable  of  conversion  189 

33  33  33  33  farm  houses  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  .  258 

The  cleansing  of  cesspools  has  been  continued  throughout  the  year — the 
cesspool  emptier  of  an  adjoining  authority  being  engaged  to  carry  out  the  work. 

SEWER  EXTENSIONS 

Bramhope  (Tredgold  Garth)  .  .  60  yards  9"  pipes 

Pool  (Church  Lane  Estate)  221  yards  9"  pipes 

40  yards  6"  pipes 


MILK  SUPPLIES 

The  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  is  responsible  for  the  inspection, 
etc.,  of  cowsheds  and  dairies  situate  on  farms,  and  the  supervision  of  the 
distribution  of  milk  is  carried  out  by  local  authorities. 

During  the  year,  3  samples  of  milk  were  taken  and  submitted  for 
examination,  1  of  which  was  satisfactory  and  2  not  satisfactory. 

In  instances  of  unsatisfactory  samples,  every  effort  is  made  to  ascertain  and 
remedy  the  cause. 

In  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Milk  (Special  Designations) 
(Specified  Areas)  Order,  1955,  the  sale  of  ungraded  raw  milk  ceased  in  March, 
and  after  that  date,  all  milk  sold  within  this  area  was  required  to  be  bottled  and 
designated  as  either  tuberculin  tested,  pasteurised  or  sterilised. 


The  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised 


Milk  Regulations),  1949  and  1953 

Dealers’  Licences  6 

Supplementary  Licences  9 

The  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Raw  Milk)  Regulations,  1949 

Dealers’  Licences  10 

Supplementary  Licences  .....  ......  3 


PETROLEUM  (CONSOLIDATED)  ACT,  1928 

25  Premises  were  licensed  for  the  storage  of  petroleum  spirit  during  the 
year,  and  the  total  storage  capacity  amounted  to  58,600  gallons. 

Petroleum  spirit,  for  the  purpose  of  the  Act,  is  a  product  of  petroleum,  or 
mixture  containing  petroleum,  giving  off  an  inflammable  vapour  at  a  temperature 
of  less  than  73  degrees  fahrenheit  under  the  prescribed  test. 
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All  new  installations  of  petrol  storage  tanks  are  constructed  under  the 
supervision  of  this  department. 

CAMPING  SITES  AND  MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS 
None-Go-Byes,  Carlton 

This  site  was  provisionally  licensed  for  a  maximum  of  40  moveable 
dwellings,  conditional  upon  the  fixing  of  a  water  stand  pipe  to  serve  the  camp. 

Owing  to  the  non-provision  of  the  required  water  supply,  and  to  the  fact 
that  application  for  the  renewal  of  the  Planning  permission  was  not  received, 
the  matter  was  reviewed  by  the  Council  in  December,  1953,  when  the  Owner 
intimated  that  it  was  her  wish  to  discontinue  the  use  of  the  site  for  camping 
purposes. 

Unfortunately,  at  the  close  of  the  year,  no  steps  had  been  taken  to  comply 
with  the  above  condition,  and  the  Council  reluctantly  served  an  enforcement 
notice  requiring  the  clearance  of  all  buildings  from  the  land. 

Yew  Tree  Farm,  Clifton 

This  is  a  licensed  camping  site  upon  which  20  moveable  dwellings  may  be 
stationed.  It  is  well  conducted  and  is  provided  with  a  water  stand  pipe  from 
the  Council’s  main. 

Caravans — General 

Apart  from  individual  exception  cases  and  also  where  caravans  are  required 
for  use  by  agricultural  workers,  licences  to  station  single  caravans  have  been 
refused  on  the  grounds  that  they  would  be  a  serious  injury  to  the  amenities  of 
the  area  which,  in  the  main,  is  of  high  scenic  value. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

The  investigation  and  control  of  notifiable  diseases  continues  to  receive 
prompt  and  individual  attention,  and  the  disinfection  of  premises  is  carried  out 
as  and  when  required. 

The  year  was  singularly  free  from  infectious  diseases,  and  apart  from  a  mild 
outbreak  of  food  poisoning  in  August,  there  was  never  any  serious  epidemic. 

REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  SALVAGE 

This  essential  service  was  maintained  but,  owing  to  labour  shortage  and 
sickness  of  existing  staff,  difficulty  was  often  experienced.  However,  towards 
the  end  of  the  year  there  was  a  great  improvement  in  the  labour  position. 

The  method  of  collection  was  the  same  as  in  previous  years,  and  waste 
paper  continued  to  be  kept  separate  from  refuse  at  the  point  of  collection. 

The  two  lorries  engaged  on  this  work  are  Karrier  Bantams  with  a  7  cubic 
yard  capacity.  One  is  comparatively  new,  but  I  suggest  that  the  old  vehicle, 
which  has  been  operating  since  1946,  should  now  be  replaced. 

As  in  previous  years,  all  refuse  was  disposed  of  by  semi-controlled  tipping 
which  rather  encourages  rat  infestation,  but  every  precaution  was  taken  to 
minimise  this  nuisance. 

There  is  still  a  lack  of  tipping  facilties  in  the  isolated  parishes,  which 
causes  a  loss  of  time  and  an  increase  in  expense  owing  to  the  long  distances 
which  have  to  be  travelled  to  dispose  of  the  refuse. 

I  set  out  below  comparative  figures  showing  the  distance  travelled  and  the 
number  of  conveniences  emptied  during  the  years  1954  and  1955  : — 
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Conveniences  Emptied 

1954 

1955 

Yearly 

Total 

Weekly 

Average 

Yearly 

Total 

Weekly 

Average 

Dustbins 

47,619 

916 

54,453 

1,047 

Ashpits 

2,545 

49 

2,229 

43 

Privies,  Pails,  etc. 

3,031 

58 

3,024 

58 

53,195 

1,023 

59,706 

1,148 

Distance  travelled 

10,201  miles 

9,783  miles 

The  recovery  of  salvage  continued  throughout  the  year,  and  it  is  pleasing  to 
report  that  both  the  amount  collected  and  the  income  therefrom  showed  an 
increase  over  1954. 

The  collection  of  paper  is  definitely  a  financial  benefit  in  addition  to  being 
a  satisfactory  method  of  disposal,  but  owing  to  a  slight  trade  recession  in  the 
latter  part  of  the  year,  a  fall  in  prices  was  anticipated. 

As  a  comparison,  I  set  out  below  figures  showing  the  weights  collected  and 
remuneration  received  during  the  years  1954  and  1955  : — 


1954 

1955 

tons 

Weight 

cwts. 

qrs. 

Value 

£  s. 

d. 

tons 

Weight 

cwts. 

qrs. 

Value 

£  s.  d. 

Paper 

71 

18 

2 

516 

16 

1 

86 

18 

3 

744  8  1 

Textiles 

2 

18 

3 

50 

8 

4 

4 

5 

Oi 

70  17  3 

Metals 

7 

0 

3i 

50 

6 

3 

7 

11 

0 

66  7  3 

81 

18 

oi 

617 

10 

8 

98 

14 

3i 

881  12  7 

NOTICES  SERVED 


Public  Health  Act,  1936 

Section  93  .  .  .  .  5 

Notices  re  provision  of  dustbins  .  .  .  .  7 

Preliminary  notices  .  .  .  .  2 

Letters,  etc.  40 

Verbal  ......  .  .  .  .  .  21 

Housing  Acts 

Preliminary  Notices  .  .  .  .  .  5 

Letters,  etc.  19 

Verbal  12 

Food  and  Drug  Act 

Letters  .. .  5 
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INSPECTIONS  AND  VISITS  OF  ENQUIRY 


Farms  42 

Public  Health  374 

Housing  152 

Drains  81 

Sewers  131 

Sewerage  Works  55 

Schools  2 

Slaughterhouses  7 

Meat  Inspection  405 

Factories  33 

Food  and  Drugs  88 

Infectious  Diseases  35 

Water  Supplies  431 

Shops  (including  Ice  Cream  Vendors)  52 

Building  Bye-Laws  (New  Buildings)  477 

Town  and  Country  Planning  87 

NUISANCES  ABATED 

W.C.'s  provided  in  lieu  of  privy  middens  10 

Privies  abolished  10 

W.C.'s  provided  to  new  property  ......  37 

Additional  W.C.'s  provided  to  existing  property  18 

Obstructions  removed  from  sewers  13 

Obstructions  removed  from  drains  8 

Defective  sewers  repaired  or  relaid  2 

Defective  drains  repaired  or  relaid  5 

Nuisances  caused  by  overflowing  septic  tanks  or  cesspools  5 

Sewage  plants  cleansed  or  overhauled  2 

Defective  manhole  covers  repaired  or  renewed  9 

Nuisances  caused  by  pollution  of  streams  with  sewage  2 

Refuse  tip  nuisances  1 

Nuisances  caused  by  rat  infestation  13 

Nuisances  caused  by  accumulations  of  rubbish,  etc.  2 

Nuisances  caused  by  flooding  ....  .  .  .  ...  1 

Water  pipes  repaired  or  renewed  5 

Water  mains  repaired  or  renewed  5 

New  dustbins  provided  in  lieu  of  defective  or  inadequate  accommodation  10 

House  window  frames  repaired  or  renewed  .  3 

Houses  provided  with  additional  light  .  3 
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House  and  bedroom  ceilings  replastered  or  repaired  3 

House  or  bedroom  floors  repaired  or  relaid  4 

House  roofs  repaired  or  renewed  4 

Defective  staircases  repaired  2 

External  house  walls  repointed  or  repaired  5 

Internal  house  walls  replastered  or  repaired  3 

House  doors  repaired  or  renewed  ......  2 

Old  property  provided  with  baths,  hot  water  systems,  etc.  7 

Defective  sinks  repaired  or  renewed  2 

Defective  sink  drains  repaired  or  cleansed  2 

Obstructions  removed  from  gullies,  etc.  3 

Defective  fire-ranges  repaired  or  renewed  4 

Chimney  breasts,  stacks,  flues,  etc.,  repaired  4 

Fallpipes  repaired  or  renewed  4 

Eaves  spouting  repaired  or  renewed  4 

Dilapidated  or  dangerous  house  paths  and  drives  repaired  2 

Nuisances  caused  by  keeping  poultry  1 

In  conclusion,  I  should  like  to  express  my  appreciation  to  the  Chairman 
and  Members  of  the  Council  for  their  support  and  tolerance  throughout  the  year, 
and  to  extend  my  thanks  to  our  Medical  Officer  of  Health  (Dr.  Procter),  our 
Clerk  (Mr.  Newstead),  and  Members  of  the  Staff  for  their  continued  assistance, 
which  is  always  so  freely  given. 

I  am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

F.  OWEN,  Cert.  S.I.B.,  M.S.I.A. 
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